
HELNAN AUBERGE FAYOUM HOTEL 

Originally named Crocodilopolis, then Arsinoe, Medinet El-Fayoum, often quoted as the 
“land of roses”, was the main place of worship of the crocodile god, Sobek. Apparently, 
during the  ancient time, crocodiles were adorned with gold and fed honey cakes and 
meat by the priests of interest are the huge wooden waterwheels.  

The waters of the Bahr Yusef are distributed throughout the oasis from Medinet, the 
capital of the Fayoum. Approximately 200 of the great waterwheels are located 
throughout the oasis. The Seven Waterwheels, a Fayoum landmark, are surrounded by 
mangos, palms and willows. A great stone obelisk was erected in honor of Senwosret I in 
Abgig during the 12th Dynasty.  

Located   about   80 Km   to  the  south  west  of Cairo, Fayoum emerges on the map as a 
bud blooming from the stem   ,   Fayoum has  played an important role during the 
different eras of the Egyptian history , traces and remains can assure  these facts from 
different periods like   “ geese of Maidum”    Hawwarah pyramid from pharaonic periods    
“ Fayoum portraits” from  Graeco – Roman  and different Monasteries from the Coptic 
period , Fayoum is well – know for its unique “ Sawaki “ which means “ water wheels” 
as it has many water stream and that explains the name    “ Fayoum “ which is derived 
from word “ vium” which means water in ancient Egyptian language. 
 
 
History 
 
History of Helnan Auberge Fayoum… 
 
Since its founding in 1937, the Auberge Fayoum Hotel has been host of official banquets 
for the royalty, heads of state, and celebrities. The Auberge was initially built as a 
hunting lodge by King Farouk who mainly used it as hospitality for his hunting 
expeditions and parties. Due to its convenient location in the Middle East and close to 
Egypt’s capital, Cairo, the Auberge has in many years been a favourite retreat to many 
famous personalities, political figures and other prominent guests, and has witnessed 
several international treaties, meetings, and conventions. 
 
Helnan Auberge has maintained the old port on Qaroun Lake, also built in 1937 by King 
Farouk. where activities such as fishing, boat sailing and windsurfing can be attended.  
The wonderful lake represents one of the most beautiful hunting areas in the Middle East. 
In this unspoiled Egyptian countryside visitors can enjoy themselves at the golden sandy 
beaches, or explore the “Valley of the Whales” which once was the bottom of the sea but 
today is dried out, where skeletons of shells are lying in the desert sand. 
 
Fayoum has played an important role in the history of the Pharaonic, Coptic, Greek, 
Roman, and Islamic periods, where ancient monuments are found nearby the hotel. 



The hotel has been an important setting to the Egyptian movie industry. Most of the elder 
Egyptian and Middle Eastern black and white movies were shot at the Auberge Fayoum 
Hotel. 
  
After several decades the Auberge was taken over by the Scandinavian hotel chain, 
Helnan International Hotels with headquarter in Denmark. The chain that today owns and 
operates several five and four star hotels in different parts of the world, is founded by 
Enan Galaly who has a long career in the hotel- and tourism industry. With large 
investments and an experienced management team, the hotel is today restored to its 
classic style with modern facilities including newly renovated rooms and suites, 
banqueting and convention centre, restaurants, bars, swimming pool, health centre, 
garden, fishing pier, and parking. 
 
With its slogan “Symbol of Scandinavian Hospitality”, Helnan International Hotels 
combines quality of service and elegant accommodations to anticipate any type of need 
and desire whether it is for leisure, business and conventions. 
 
 
Location 
 
Auberge  is  located  about  80 Km  to the south west of Cairo , about   105  km south to 
Cairo int”l airport .Spreading over the fabulous coasts of lake Karoun 
 
Places of Interest  
 

• Valley of whales 
• Rayan  valley 
• Fayoum city 
• Ein silline “spring & spa” 
• Hawwarah pyramid 
• Coptic monasteries ( deir el-Azab-deir el –Malak, Deir el-Hammam) 
• Karoun Palace 
• Ruins of Karanis 
• Madinet Madi 
• Temple of Dionysias 
• Mosque of Qay Bey 

       
 
General information 
 
Access to city       :  -    Airlines ( Cairo International airport)       Bus – Car. 
Language           : -         Arabic-English 
Currency            : -         Egyptian pounds –US Dollars 
Electric Curren   : -          220 volts 
 
 



Accommodation 
 
Luxuriously appointed & tastefully furnished assuring the ultimate in comfort, 
tranquility, convenience & service with 70 spacious suites & rooms, tastefully decorated 
you will be assured of the maximum comfort and  relaxation .   
 
Rooms 
 
You can make choice from a great variety of rooms with  different  view  of the  
marvelous   lake   &   pool  view .  If  your   seeking tranquility & peace we can  offer 
him our  quiet , pacific garden view rooms for more relaxation . 
 
Junior Suites  
 
The two junior  suites are located on the 1st  & 2nd  floors   overlooking  gardens  &  lake  
through spacious terraces  which gives you  privacy  atmosphere  . 
 
King’s suite  
           
• This suite was used  by  king Farouk during his hunting trips in Fayoum . 
• This duplex  suite is furnished mainly in luxurious tone colors . 
• Through a spacious ante-room you will get through a royal luxurious saloon  with 

two separate terraces overlooking the  fabulous  landscape .  Through  a  stair-ramp  
you’ll  be  led  to  2nd floor  with   its luxurious  extravagant  bed room and Jacuzzi 
bathroom and a balcony  surrounded by lake  from nearly  all sides. 

 
 
Hotel Facilities 
 
-All major credit cards are accepted. 
-Banquet facilities. 
-Laundry services. 
-Outside catering services. 
-Parking service. 
 
  


